The Real Naqba
النكبة 
Catastrophe and Hope

Nakba Day (يوم النكبة yawm in-nakbah), "day of the catastrophe,” an annual day of commemoration for the Palestinian Arab people of the anniversary of the creation of Israel,

· every May 15, the day after Israelis celebrate their Independence Day. 

· flight of Palestinians 

· their defeat in the 1948 Palestine War

· the loss of property
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Palestinians mark Naqba

in Gaza: 'We will return home'

Historical digression: 

background of hope for deep bitterness

On Wednesday, November 9, 1977 Anwar Al Sadat, the third President of Egypt, told the People's Assembly, Egypt's parliament:

“Israel would be astonished when they hear me say this. But I say it. I am ready to go even to their home ... to the Knesset and discuss peace with them if need be.”
Friday, November 11, 1977 Israeli Prime Minister Menahem Begin took up Sadat's offer and extended an invitation to the Egyptian leader in a message broadcast directly to the Egyptian people. Begin said:

Let us say to one another, and let it be a silent oath by the peoples of Egypt and Israel: no more wars, no more bloodshed and no more threats.

Saturday night, November 19, 1977, Sadat's jet -- Egyptian One -- brought Anwar Sadat to Israel. 

He was greeted by the blare of trumpets and a 21-gun salute in a formal airport welcome by Begin, Israeli President Ephraim Katzir and many past and present Israeli leaders.

Mossad, Sayeret Matkal

Golda: Anwar, we’ve been waiting.

On Sunday, Sadat prayed at the Al Aqsa Mosque and visited the Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial with Begin. That afternoon, Sadat mounted rostrum of the Knesset and speaking forcefully in Arabic he called his visit an "important juncture in the history of the world." He declared:

•
I wish to tell you today and I proclaim to the whole world: We accept to live with you in a lasting and just peace.
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President Anwar Sadat's Address
to the Israeli Knesset, November 20, 1977

Camp David Accords 

Egyptian President Anwar El Sadat Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin

September 17, 1978, following twelve days of secret negotiations at Camp David.

הֶסְכֵּם הַשָּׁלוֹם בֵּין יִשְׂרָאֵל לַמְּצָרִים‎
Egypt–Israel Peace Treaty 

signed in Washington, DC, on March 26, 1979
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President Sadat Signing a document

with President Reagan looking on

Imperfect peace, cold peace

Prophetic peace?

 Yeshayahu/Isaiah 19.23-25 On that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Ashur. Ashur will come to Egypt and Egypt to Ashur, and Egypt will worship with Ashur. On that day Isra'el will be a third partner with Egypt and Ashur, [N. Iraq] a blessing here on earth; for ADONI-Tzva'ot has blessed him: "Blessed be Egypt my people, Ashur the work of my hands and Isra'el my heritage.

Real Naqba, and hope
Beresheet/Genesis 16.1-2 Now Sarai Avram's wife had not borne him a child. But she had an Egyptian slave-girl named Hagar; so Sarai said to Avram, "Here now, ADONI has kept me from having children; so go in and sleep with my slave-girl. Maybe I'll be able to have children through her."Avram listened to what Sarai said. 

First trouble

Beresheet/Genesis 16.4 Avram had sexual relations with Hagar, and she conceived. But when she became aware that she was pregnant, she looked on her mistress with contempt. 
First Reaction

Beresheet/Genesis 16.5-6 Sarai said to Avram, "This outrage being done to me is your fault! True, I gave my slave-girl to you to sleep with; but when she saw that she was pregnant, she began holding me in contempt. May ADONI decide who is right - I or you!"  However, Avram answered Sarai, “Look, she's your slave-girl. Deal with her as you think fit.” Then Sarai treated her so harshly that she ran away from her. 

First Restoration

Beresheet/Genesis 16.7-9 The angel of ADONI found her by a spring in the desert, the spring on the road to Shur, and said, "Hagar! Sarai's slave-girl! Where have you come from, and where are you going?" She answered, "I'm running away from my mistress Sarai." The angel of ADONI said to her, "Go back to your mistress, and submit to her authority." 

First Redemption

Beresheet/Genesis 16.10-12 The angel of ADONI said to her, "I will greatly increase your descendants; there will be so many that it will be impossible to count them." The angel of ADONI said to her, "Look, you are pregnant, and you will give birth to a son. You are to call him Yishma'el [God pays attention] because ADONI has paid attention to your misery.  He will be a wild donkey of a man…"

First Redemption


Beresheet/Genesis 16.13 So she named ADONI, who had spoken with her, El Ro'i [God of seeing], because she said, "Have I really seen the One who sees me [and stayed alive]?“
Firsts:

· Multitude of offspring

· Gender prediction

· Divine Naming Yishmael

· First Character prediction: Wild donkey: The Asian wild ass, also called the onager
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They can run faster than any other horse or donkey, reaching and sustaining speeds of up to about forty-four miles (70 km) per hour. 

http://animal.discovery.com/guides/mammals/habitat/aridland/asianass.html
· First revelation, seeing G-d ‘El Ro'i [God of my seeing], because she said, “Have I really seen the One who sees me [and stayed alive]?”’
· First prediction of progeny: 12 17.20 to this day

· First circumcised? Likely, age 13

Finalized Trouble

Beresheet/Genesis 21.8-9 Yitz'chak…grew and was weaned, and Avraham gave a great banquet on the day that Yitz'chak was weaned.  But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom Hagar had borne to Avraham, making fun of Yitz'chak

Finalized Reaction

Beresheet/Genesis 21.10  Sarah said to Avraham, "Throw this slave-girl out! And her son! I will not have this slave-girl's son as your heir along with my son Yitz'chak!" 

· Expected to have the double blessing of the firstborn

Finalized Status

Beresheet/Genesis 21.10  God said to Avraham, "Don't be distressed because of the boy and your slave-girl. Listen to everything Sarah says to you, because it is your descendants through Yitz'chak who will be counted. 

Finalized Rejection: The real Naqba

Beresheet/Genesis 21.10   Avraham got up early in the morning, took bread and a skin of water and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child; then he sent her away.

· Cp 25.5-6   “Avraham gave everything he owned to Yitz'chak.  But to the sons of the concubines he made grants while he was still living and sent them off to the east.”  No camel or tent for this now single mom?

· Rejection: You may live or die, it’s of no consequence.  You’re dishonorable.  

· Kicked out of the house, 4000 years trying to get back in.  Koran, Land

· Doesn’t justify terror.

Hope

Some Jewish leader, Israeli leader, some Begin or Sadat 

· Bless the Arabs

· Honor the firstborn, elder brother

Us?

Who are you at enmity with?

Mattitiyahu 5.40 “If someone wants to sue you for your shirt, let him have your coat as well!”
· Who has wronged us?

· Against whom are we bitter?

· Bless and honor. 




























